Chiara Castrovillari
Ph.D. Student in Economics, Cornell University | Ithaca, NY | cc2788@cornell.edu | +1 401 286 5908

EDUCATION

Ph.D. in Economics — Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 2023-2029 (expected)
Doctoral Committee: Eleonora Patacchini (Chair), Elio Nimier-David, Arnab Basu

Master of Public Affairs — Brown University, Watson Institute, Providence, RI 2019-2020
BSc in Politics, Philosophy and Economics, major in Economics — University of Warwick, Coventry, UK 2015-2018

WORKING PAPERS AND RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

"What are the Labor Market Effects of U.S. State-Level R&D Tax Credits?" Working paper.

Studies whether state-level R&D tax credits affect the R&D labor market using staggered adoption across U.S. states and event-study differences-in-
differences designs.

"The Geography of Entrepreneurship: Evaluating the Role of Learning and Sorting across Locations." Research in progress, with Elio
Nimier-David.

Uses French administrative panel data linking salaried and self-employed workers to study how location and career histories shape entrepreneurial
entry and outcomes.

"Unpacking Agglomeration: Industrial Diversity and Knowledge Spillovers." Research in progress, with Eleonora Patacchini and Davide M.
Coluccia.

Studies knowledge spillovers arising from agglomeration in the U.S. between 1850 and 1910. Builds machine learning and text-analysis tools to use
historical patent texts in order to measure technological relationships between innovation in U.S. industries during this period.

PUBLICATIONS AND POLICY WRITING

"The Effect of Macroeconomic Shocks on Conflict and Political Instability." IMF Working Paper, with Tomohide Mineyama and Patcharaporn
Leepipatpiboon.
"Tackling the Global Food Crisis: Impact, Policy Response and the Role of the IME." IMF note / policy analysis

TEACHING AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant to Elio Nimier-David — Cornell University Sep. 2025-May 2026
Teaching Assistant, ECON 1120: Introductory Macroeconomics (Arnab Basu) — Cornell University Jan. 2025-May 2025
Teaching Assistant, ECON 1110: Introductory Microeconomics (Stephanie Thomas) — Cornell University Aug. 2024-Dec. 2024
Course Assistant, MPA 2055: The Politics of Policymaking in Comparative Perspective — Brown University Sep. 2020-Dec. 2020
Course Assistant, MPA 2455: Statistics for Public Policy — Brown University Jun. 2020-Aug. 2020
Course Assistant, MPA 2460: Economics for Public Policy — Brown University Jun. 2020-Aug. 2020
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Research Assistant, Strategy, Policy and Review Department — International Monetary Fund, Washington, DC Aug. 2020-Aug. 2023

Conducted applied research and policy analysis on macroeconomic shocks, conflict, food insecurity, and IMF lending using R, Stata, Excel, and
internal and public datasets.

Consultant, Poverty and Equity Global Strategy Group — World Bank, Washington, DC Jan. 2020-Apr. 2020
Harmonized survey data for 18 Sub-Saharan African countries and analyzed determinants and effects of digital technology uptake.
PRESENTATIONS

World Bank-IMF Annual Meetings — Washington, DC Apr. 2022

Presented "Tackling the Global Food Crisis: Impact, Policy Response and the Role of the IMF."

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

Vice President, Graduate Student Association for Economics — Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 2025-2026

SKILLS

Programming: Stata, R, Python
Languages: English (native), Italian (native), French (intermediate), Spanish (intermediate).


https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WP/Issues/2023/03/18/Macroeconomic-Shocks-and-Conflict-531101
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/IMF-Notes/Issues/2022/09/27/Tackling-the-Global-Food-Crisis-Impact-Policy-Response-and-the-Role-of-the-IMF-523919

